
Structural biologists study individual biomolecules that are too small to be seen with the naked
eye. Such molecules perform the cellular functions required for life. Just like an object that one
can see—such as a cup, a knife, or a blender—the shapes and moving parts of biomolecules
determine what functions they can perform. The goal of a structural biologist is to tease out the
details of biological mechanisms—to discover what molecules are involved and how their atoms
and parts move and interact to accomplish a particular process. Nature Structural Biology is the
top journal in this important field of research.

The field of structural biology was once relatively specialized but has grown tremendously 
over the last five years. New technologies have made it much easier to determine molecular
structures. In addition, throughout the world, many governments have allocated funding for 

the expensive equipment and facilities that are needed for structural research. The pharmaceutical and biotechnology
industries have also recognized the usefulness of structural information for drug development.

Structural biology will become even more important in the future. While the recent accomplishment of sequencing
the human genome is important and impressive, it will not be sufficient for the development of effective therapies
because genes are the storehouses of genetic information in cells, not the active participants in cellular processes.
Genes encode the blueprints for making proteins, which are the molecules that perform most of the functions in living
organisms. One of the next phases of research will be to determine the atomic resolution structure and the function of
each protein encoded by each gene. This is a big challenge that will require the efforts of many scientists of diverse
backgrounds. Structural biologists will undoubtedly play a key role in this ‘post-genomic’ era. 

Nature Structural Biology’s mix of top quality research, informative and timely news and views, comment, and editorial
sections, and its exceptional presentation and international scope have made it the leading journal in its field. The
journal is continuing to evolve to meet the needs of its rapidly growing community. More scientists—from disciplines
as varied as molecular and cellular biology, biochemistry, and biophysics—are beginning to use structural tools in 
their own research, and in response to this change, a wider variety of research is included in the journal. 

This is an exciting time for structural biology, and we hope you will join us in recognizing the growing relevance of
this field to a broader audience.

Tracy Smith
Editor
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